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jragoi. There, indeed, the earl did meet the king; and the Fiench geneial an army, which, by \ntue of a decrepit intelligence, he never saw or heard of till he fled from it to his camp at Guadalna Inexpressible was the confusion in this fatal camp, the king from Arragon, the Eail of Peter-borow from Valencia, arirvmg in it the same day, almost the same houi that the Eail of Gal way entered, under a hasty retieat before the French army
But to retwrn to oider, which a zeal of justice has made me somewhat anticipate, the earl had not been long at Valencia befoie he gave oideis to Major-geneial Wmdham, to march with all the foices he had, which were not above two thousand men, and lay siege to Requina, a town ten leagues distant fiom Valencia, and in the way to Madnd. The town was not very strong, noi very large, but sure the oddliest fortified that ever was The houses in a circle con-nectively composed the wall, and the people, who defended the town, instead of firing fi om hornwoi ks counterscarps, and bastions, filed out of the windows of their houses
Notwithstanding all which, Geneial Wmdham found much gieater oppositon than he at first imagined, and therefore, finding he should want ammunition, he sent to the Earl of Peterborow for a supply, at the same time assigning, as a reason for it, the unexpected obstinacy of the town. So soon as the eail received the letter, he sent foi me, and told me I must lepaii to Requina, wheie they would want an engmeei, and that I must be ready next moining, when he should oidei a lieutenant, with thnty soldiers, and two matrosses, to guard some powder for that seivice Accordingly, the next moining we set out, the lieutenant, who was a Dutchman, and commander of the convey, being of my acquaintance
We had i eached St Jago, a small village about midway between Valencia and Hequina, when the ofHcei, just as he was got without the town, lesolvmg to take up his quaiteis oa the spot, oidered the mules to be unloaded The powder, which consisted of forty-five barrels, was piled up in a circle, and covered with oil-cloth to preserve it from the weathei, and though we had agreed to sup together at my quarteis within the village, yet, being weary and fatigued, he ordered his field-bed to be put up near the powder, and so lay down to take a short nap. I had scaice been at nay